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This update includes all final rule amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through September 3, 2010

(except for rules effective on or after October 1, 2010, 

which will be included in the next update)

Each time you receive a new update of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be available. 


It contains a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an update, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 27 August 2010, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to make technical amendments to the VA regulation concerning enrollment and disenrollment from the VA medical care system in order to remove the automatic enrollment provision relevant to a 1998 trial enrollment program that has been discontinued; reflect current VA practice and update the address for documents mailed to the VA Health Eligibility Center; and provide an internet address for accessing VA Form 10-10EZ online. Changes:



( In §17.36, removed and reserved paragraph (d)(4), revised paragraphs (d)(5) introductory text and (d)(5)(i), removed paragraph (d)(5)(iii), and revised paragraph (f).


2. On 31 August 2010, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the VA adjudication regulations concerning presumptive service connection for certain diseases based upon the most recent National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine committee report, Veterans and Agent Orange: Update 2008. This amendment is necessary to implement the decision of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs that there is a positive association between exposure to certain herbicides and the subsequent development of hairy cell leukemia and other chronic B-cell leukemias, Parkinson’s disease, and ischemic heart disease. Changes:



( In §3.309, revised paragraph (e), and added a new Note 3 at the end of the section.


3. On 31 August 2010, the VA published a final rule, effective 30 September 2010, to amend VA regulations to implement certain statutory provisions that grant limited authority to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to terminate collection action on certain debts arising from a VA benefit program when the indebted individual is a member of the Armed Forces or a veteran who dies as a result of injury incurred or aggravated in the line of duty while serving in a theater of combat operations in a war or in combat against a hostile force during a period of hostilities on or after September 11, 2001, and to refund amounts collected after the individual’s death; and implement statutory provisions that grant the Secretary discretionary authority to suspend or terminate collection of debts owed to VA by individuals who died while 

serving on active duty as a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard during a period when the Coast Guard is operating as a service in the Navy, and to refund amounts collected after the individual’s death. Changes:



( Revised the authority citation preceding §1.900;



( In §1.940, added introductory text; and



( Added new §1.945.
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