
              

 

  
 

    
    

 
  

 
 

  
 

    
   
     

 
  
 

  
 

     
 

 
  

   
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
  

   
 
   

 
  

     
 

    
 

    
 

    
  

 
 

 

3.808-1 §3.808—Automobiles or other conveyances and adaptive equipment; certification 3.808-1 

§3.808 Automobiles or other conveyances and adaptive equipment; certification. 

(a) Entitlement. A certificate of eligibility for financial assistance in the purchase of one 
automobile or other conveyance in an amount not exceeding the amount specified in 38 U.S.C. 
3902 (including all State, local, and other taxes where such are applicable and included in the 
purchase price) and of basic entitlement to necessary adaptive equipment will be provided to: 

(1) A veteran who is entitled to compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United 
States Code, for a disability described in paragraph (b) of this section; or 

(2) A member of the Armed Forces serving on active duty who has a disability 
described in paragraph (b) of this section that is the result of an injury or disability incurred or 
disease contracted in or aggravated by active military, naval, air, or space service. 

(b) Disability. One of the following must exist: 

(1) Loss or permanent loss of use of one or both feet; 

(2) Loss or permanent loss of use of one or both hands; 

(3) Permanent impairment of vision of both eyes: Central visual acuity of 20/200 
or less in the better eye, with corrective glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if 
there is a field defect in which the peripheral field has contracted to such an extent that the 
widest diameter of visual field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20° in the better eye. 

(4) Severe burn injury: Deep partial thickness or full thickness burns resulting in 
scar formation that cause contractures and limit motion of one or more extremities or the trunk 
and preclude effective operation of an automobile. 

(5) Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. 

(6) For adaptive equipment eligibility only, ankylosis of one or both knees or one 
or both hips. (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3901, 3902) 

(c) Claim for conveyance and certification for adaptive equipment. A specific application 
for financial assistance in purchasing a conveyance is required which must contain a certification 
by the claimant that the conveyance will be operated only by persons properly licensed. The 
application will also be considered as an application for the adaptive equipment to insure that the 
claimant will be able to operate the conveyance in a manner consistent with safety and to satisfy 
the applicable standards of licensure of the proper licensing authorities. Simultaneously with the 
certification provided pursuant to the introductory text of this section, a claimant for financial 
assistance in the purchase of an automobile will be furnished a certificate of eligibility for 
financial assistance in the purchase of such adaptive equipment as may be appropriate to the 
claimant’s losses unless the need for such equipment is contraindicated by a physical or legal 
inability to operate the vehicle. There is no time limitation in which to apply. An application by a 
claimant on active duty will be deemed to have been filed with VA on the date it is shown to 
have been placed in the hands of military authority for transmittal.   

(No. 131  6/5/22) 



              

 

  
    

    
 
   

   
   

 
 
   

    
  

 
 

    
     

 
  

 
 
    

    
 

    
   

 
   

  
 
 
  

  

 
 
 
     

3.808-2 §3.808—Automobiles or other conveyances and adaptive equipment; certification 3.808-2 

(d) Additional eligibility criteria for adaptive equipment. Claimants for adaptive 
equipment must also satisfy the additional eligibility criteria of §§17.156, 17.157, and 17.158 of 
this chapter. 

(e) Definition. The term “adaptive equipment,” means generally, that equipment which 
must be part of or added to a conveyance manufactured for sale to the general public to make it 
safe for use by the claimant and to assist him or her in meeting the applicable standards of 
licensure of the proper licensing authority. 

(1) With regard to automobiles and similar vehicles the term includes a basic 
automatic transmission as to a claimant who has lost or lost the use of a limb. In addition, the 
term includes, but is not limited to, power steering, power brakes, power window lifts and power 
seats. The term also includes air-conditioning equipment when such equipment is necessary to 
the health and safety of the veteran and to the safety of others, and special equipment necessary 
to assist the eligible person into or out of the automobile or other conveyance, regardless of 
whether the automobile or other conveyance is to be operated by the eligible person or is to be 
operated for such person by another person; and any modification of the interior space of the 
automobile or other conveyance if needed because of the physical condition of such person in 
order for such person to enter or operate the vehicle. 

(2) With regard to automobiles and similar vehicles the term includes such items 
of equipment as the Chief Medical Director may, by directive, specify as ordinarily necessary for 
any of the classes of losses specified in paragraph (b) of this section and for any combination of 
such losses. Such specifications of equipment may include a limit on the financial assistance to 
be provided based on judgment and experience. 

(3) The term also includes other equipment which the Chief Medical Director or 
designee may deem necessary in an individual case. (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), 1151(c)(2), 
3902)) 

[36 FR 7588, Apr. 22, 1971, as amended at 38 FR 14370, June 1 1973; 40 FR 37037 
Aug. 25, 1975; 43 FR 4423, Feb. 2, 1978; 47 FR 24552, June 7, 1982; 53 FR 46607, Nov. 18, 
1988; 66 FR 44528, Aug. 24, 2001; 71 FR 44919, Aug. 8, 2006; 78 FR 57487, Sep. 19, 2013; 80 
FR 10003, Feb. 25, 2015; 87 FR 26126, May 3, 2022] 

Supplement Highlights references: 72(2), 105(2), 111(2), 131(1). 

(No. 131  6/5/22) 
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