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§3.201—[Reserved]
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§3.326—Examinations
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§3.326  Examinations.


 For purposes of this section, the term examination includes periods of hospital observation when required by VA.


(a) Where there is a claim for disability compensation or pension but medical evidence accompanying the claim is not adequate for rating purposes, a Department of Veterans Affairs examination will be authorized. This paragraph applies to original and supplemental claims as well as claims for increase submitted by a veteran, surviving spouse, parent, or child. Individuals for whom an examination has been scheduled are required to report for the examination.

(b) Provided that it is otherwise adequate for rating purposes, any hospital report, or any examination report, from any government or private institution may be accepted for rating a claim without further examination. However, monetary benefits to a former prisoner of war will not be denied unless the claimant has been offered a complete physical examination conducted at a Department of Veterans Affairs hospital or outpatient clinic.

(c) Provided that it is otherwise adequate for rating purposes, a statement from a private physician may be accepted for rating a claim without further examination.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5107(a))


[36 FR 14467, Aug. 6, 1971, as amended at 40 FR 56435, Dec. 3, 1975; 55 FR 49521, Nov. 29, 1990; 59 FR 35851, July 14, 1994; 60 FR 27409, May 24, 1995; 60 FR 52864, Oct. 11, 1995; 61 FR 13424, Mar. 27, 1996; 66 FR 45632, Aug. 29, 2001; 84 FR 170, Jan. 18, 2019]


Cross reference: Failure to report for VA examination. See §3.655.   
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