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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Custom Federal Regulations Service ™

Supplemental Materials for Book 1

Code of Federal Regulations
Title 38, Parts 17, 46, 47, 51-53, 58—64, 70, 71, and 200

Medical

Supplement No. 102
5 October 2016

Covering the period of Federal Register issues
through October 1, 2016

When Book I was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published
in the Federal Register of 15 January 2000. These supplemental materials are designed to keep
your regulations up to date. You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact
that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which is at page I-8 of Book I, Medical.

1-102-3



To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials,
it is important that you follow these simple procedures:

1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt.

2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page I-8) to
be sure that all prior supplements have been filed. If you are missing any
supplements, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address
listed on page I-2.

3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing
Record sheet (page I-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date
through which the Federal Register is covered.

4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have
more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in
chronological order, lower number first.

5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of
the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing
error.

6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for
removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.

To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away the
pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the
corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.
Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material
(reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without
addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the
word None will appear in the appropriate column.
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS

Book I, Supplement No. 102

October 5, 2016
Remove these Add these Section(s)
old pages new pages Affected

Do not file this supplement until you confirm that
all prior supplements have been filed

I-17 to I-28 I-17 to I-28 Book I Lead Material

17.INDEX-1 to 17.INDEX-10 17.INDEX-1 to 17.INDEX-10 Part 17 Index

(none) 17.640-1 to 17.647-1 §§17.640 thru 17.647
(following §17.636)

Be sure to complete the
Supplement Filing Record (page 1-9)
when you have finished filing this material.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Book I, Supplement No. 102
October 5, 2016

Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of
regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of
text. Thus, if you are reading §17.100, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads:
“Supplement Highlights references—37(1).” This means that paragraph 1 of the Highlights
section in Supplement No. 37 contains information about the changes made in §17.100. By
keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all
substantive changes in the text of the regulations.

Supplement frequency: Beginning 1 January 2000, supplements for this Book I will be
issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title
38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:

1. On 29 September 2016, the VA published a direct final rule, effective that same day, to
add to its medical regulations a program for the repayment of educational loans for certain
psychiatrists who agree to a period of obligated service with VA. This program is intended to
increase the pool of qualified VA psychiatrists and increase veterans' access to mental health care.
Change:

e Added §§17.640 through 17.647.
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17.273  PreauthOriZAtION ......coouvieiieriiieieenieeeeete ettt ettt e saeeenees 17.273-1
17.274  COSt SRATING ...eeiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e st e e 17.274-1
17.275 Claim filing deadline..........cccueeriiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeee et 17.275-1
17.276  APPEAI/TEVIEW PIOCESS ....eeeiuireeeireeeiieeeiteeeiteesiteesibeeesireeesireesbbeesbeeesbeeesabeeenanes 17.276-1
17.277 Third party liability/medical care COSt TECOVETY........eerruriirriieriiieniieeriieeeieeeee 17.277-1
17.278 Confidentiality Of T€COTAS ......ceeiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 17.278-1

Grants to the Republic of the Philippines

17.350 The program of assistance to the Philippines..........ccccceeeviiirniieniiieniieeniieenieeeee 17.350-1
17.351 Grants for the replacement and upgrading of equipment at Veterans

Memorial Medical Center............oocuiiriiriiiiiiieeieeeeee e 17.351-1
17.352 Amounts and use of grant funds for the replacement and upgrading of

EQUIPITIEIIE .ttt eiiee ettt ettt et e e et e e st e e e s abeeesabeessbeeeabbeesabbeesabaeesabeeesabeeenanes 17.352-1
17.355 AWArds PrOCEAUIES.......veiiitieiiiieeitee ettt ettt ettt e st e et e et eesabeesbteesbeeesabeeesane 17.355-1
17.362 Acceptance of medical supplies as payment...........coccveeeveeeenieenniieennieeeniiee e 17.362-1
17.363 Length Of STAY....cooviiiiiiiiiiie ettt sttt st e 17.363-1
17.364 Eligibility determinations. .........cceruveerriieeriiieeniieesieeerieeesireeesieeesiteesireesireesseeesans 17.364-1
17.365 AdMiSSION PIIOTILIES ...u.veeeuitieiiieeeiteeeiteesitee et e e st e e sibeeesabeeesaseesbbeesbeeesbeeesaseeesanes 17.365-1
17.366 Authorization of emergency admiSSIONS .........c.ceevuieerieeerieeenieeeieeeieeeeieeesieee e 17.366-1
17.367 Republic of the Philippines to print fOorms.............ccoecueeeviiiiniieniiienieeeieeeeeee 17.367-1
17.369 INSPECLIONS ...eoueviiiiiieiiiieeiieeeitee ettt e ettt e et e et e e sab e e esabeessabeesasbeesabteesabeeesabeeesanes 17.369-1
17.370 Termination Of PAYMENLS .......c..eeeiiiiriiieeriieeeiteeriteeriee ettt e st eeireesbeeesbeeeeaee 17.370-1

Hospital Care and Medical Services for Camp Lejeune Veterans and Families

17.400 Hospital care and medical services for Camp Lejeune veterans..........cccceeeeveennnee. 17.400-1
17.410 Hospital care and medical services for Camp Lejeune family members ................ 17.410-1

Confidentiality of Healthcare Quality Assurance Review Records

17.500 GONETAL.......eouiiriieiieieeieeteee ettt ettt ettt et s ettt e et e bt et esse e beenseeseeseennes 17.500-1
17.501 Confidential and privileged dOCUMENLS .........ceeerruieeriieeriieenieeeiee e eireeeaee e 17.501-1
17.502 Applicability of Other StAtULES .........eeeruieeeriiieeiieeeiieeciee et ere e eaee e 17.502-1
17.503 IMPIoper diSCIOSUIE........cecviieriieeiiieeiieeeitee et e e et e e steeesveeeseaeeeeaeesaaeeenaeesnseeennnes 17.503-1
17.504 Disclosure MEthOdS .........couieiiiiiiiiiiieiierie ettt s 17.504-1
17.505 DiSClOSUIE QULNOTIEIES. ... .eeuvieiieiiieriieeieeeite ettt be e 17.505-1
17.506 Appeal of decision by Veterans Health Administration to

dENY AISCIOSUIE ....cuveieiiieeiiie ettt e e eeeaeeeaaeesnaaeesasaee e 17.506-1
17.507 Employee reSPONSIDIIItIES. ....cc.viieriieeiiieeiiieeieeeeieeesiee e esiree e e eaaeeeaneesnveeeeens 17.507-1
17.508 Access to quality assurance records and documents within the agency.................. 17.508-1
17.509 Authorized disclosure: Non-Department of Veterans Affairs requests. ................. 17.509-1
17.510 REAISCIOSUIE. .....contieiiieiieiieie ettt ettt et et ent e e e b ennas 17.510-1
17.511 Penalties for VIOLAtiONS. .......ccoueiiiiriieiienieeieeeeceee ettt 17.511-1

VA Health Professional Scholarship Program
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17600 PUIPOSE. ..ccutiieiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt e sab e et e s et e e st e e ssbteesabteesabeeenanes 17.600-1
17.601 DEfINITIONS. .c.uveiueetieieeiienieeieeit ettt sttt st sa e et sbe et et sae e b e 17.601-1
17.602 EIZIDIIILY. w.eouveriiitieieeiienieeieeit ettt ettt sttt s 17.602-1
17.603 Availability of scholarships. .........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 17.603-1
17.604 Application for the scholarship program. ...........ccccoeciiiiiiiiniiiiniiieiieeeeeeeeeee 17.604-1
17.605 Selection Of PArtiCIPANLS. ......cccveierureerriieeeiiee ettt rtee et ee et e st e st e e sbee e s e e saees 17.605-1
17.600 AWArd PrOCEAUIES. ........eiiuiiiiiiieeitie ettt ettt e et e st e s e e s bte e s e e eans 17.606-1
17.607 ODBIGALEA SETVICE.....eeiurieiiiieiiieeeitee et eite ettt e et e et e st e sbaeesbeeesabeeesanee 17.607-1
17.608 Deferment of obligated SETVICE. ......ccovuieiriiiiiiiieiiieeciee et 17.608-1
17.609 Pay during period of obligated SEIVICE.........cccvieriieeriieiriieeiieeeiee et 17.609-1
17.610 Failure to comply with terms and conditions of participation. ..........cc.ceeeveerveennee. 17.610-1
17611 BANKIUPLICY. .eeeutiiiiiiieiiiieeiiee ettt ettt ettt et e et e et e st e e st e e sabaeesabeeesans 17.611-1
17.612 Cancellation, waiver, or suspension of obligation. ............cceecueevvieeniieeniieenieeennne. 17.612-1

Program for Repayment of Educational Loans for Certain VA Psychiatrists

L7640 PUIPOSE....couttiiiiiieeiite ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e st e et e s bt e e sbbeessbbeesabteesabeeenanes 17.640-1
17.641 DEfINITIONS. .c.uviiueeiieieeitesieeieeit ettt ettt et st sb e et sbe et et sbe e b eanes 17.641-1
17.642 EIZIDIIILY «..eouveiiiiieieeiteteeeet ettt sttt st ettt 17.642-1
17.643 Application for the program for the repayment of educational loans ..................... 17.643-1
17.644 Selection Of PArtiCIPANLS.......ccccuveeeritierriieeeitee ettt ettt et e et e e eireesbre e s e e eanee 17.644-1
17.645 AWArd PrOCEAUIES ....cc.uiiiiuiiiiiiieeiiee ettt e et e sttt e st e sbae e sabeeesane 17.645-1
17.646 ObBlIiGALEA SETVICE.....eeiiuiiiiiiieiiiie ettt ettt et sat e et e et e st e sbbeesbeeesabeeesane 17.646-1
17.647 Failure to comply with terms and conditions of participation .............ccccceevueenee. 17.647-1

Grants for Transportation of Veterans in Highly Rural Areas

17.700 PUIpOSE and SCOPE. ..ceuvieiurieiiiieeiiieeiiee ettt e et e st e e st e e et e e sibeesbbeessbreesbeeesabeeesanee 17.700-1
17.70T DEfINITIONS. ...eoutiiiiiiiiieniieeieeeiteete ettt sttt et ettt e see e et saneeneesaneenees 17.701-1
17.702 Grants—gENETal. ......ccc.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt et 17.702-1
17.703 Eligibility and appliCation. ..........cc.eeeiieeriiieeriiieiiieeriee et 17.703-1
17.705 Scoring criteria and SEIECHION. ........coviuiiiriiiieiiiieiiie ettt 17.705-1
17.710 Notice of Fund Availability. .........cccocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeceee e 17.710-1
17715 Grant QZIrEEMENLS. .....cc.eeeruvierireeeriieeeitieeeiteestteesteeesbeeesteeesaseessseesbreesseeesseessnnes 17.715-1
17.720 Payments under the rant. ........cocceeeiieeiiiieeniiieeniieeriee ettt et 17.720-1
17.725 Grantee reporting reéqUITEMENLS. ......cc.ueeerureerrueeeriueeerieeereeeesreesssreesssreessseeessseessanes 17.725-1
17.730 Recovery of funds by VA ...t 17.730-1

Transitional Housing Loan Program

17.800 PUIPOSE. vttt ettt ettt ettt e sab e et e et e e st e ssbteesabaeesabeeeeanee 17.800-1
17.801 DEFINITIONS. .uverueiiieiiiriientieteeitest ettt sttt sbe et st sae e b eanes 17.801-1
17.802 APPLiCAtiON PrOVISIONS. ..c..veiiriiieeiiieeeiieeniteeeieeesiteesteeesibeeesibeesabeesbreesbeeesabeeesanee 17.802-1
17.803 Order of CONSIAETALION. ......eeiiiiiiiiieeiieeeitee ettt ettt st e e esbre e s e e 17.803-1
17.804 Loan approval CIIEIIA. .......ccecueeiiieeiiiieeeiieeeiteesite et et ee et e st ee et e e sbee e s e e 17.804-1
17.805 Additional terms Of LOANS. ......c..eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeee et 17.805-1
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Health Care Benefits for Certain Children of Vietnam Veterans and Veterans with
Covered Service in Korea—Spina Bifida and Covered Birth Defects

17.900 Spina bifida-provision of health care. .........cccceoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 17.900-1
17.901 DEfINItIONS. .c.uveiveiiieieeiienieeieeit ettt ettt sttt sbe et et sae e b eaees 17.901-1
17.902 PreauthOriZation. .......oveiiiiieiiiee ettt ettt e et e s e e sbeeesabeeeeane 17.902-1
17.903 PAYMENL. ......eiiiiiiiiiieeiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt e sab e et e e e it e e st e e ssbaeesabaeesabeeenanee 17.903-1
17.904 Review and appeal PrOCESS. ......ccovuueirriieeriiieeniieerieeesite et et e et e esieeesbee e 17.904-1
17.905 MedicCal TECOTAS. .....ueiiiiiiiiiieiiiee ettt ettt st e esabeeeeane 17.905-1

Payment or Reimbursement for Emergency Services for Nonservice-
Connected Conditions in Non-VA Facilities

17.1000 Payment or reimbursement for emergency services for

nonservice-connected conditions in non-VA facilities .........cccccceeveueeenneennne 17.1000-1
17.1001 DEfINTtIONS. ..c.veeteriiiieiieeiterteete ettt ettt ettt sttt sb e et sb e ae e e s 17.1001-1
17.1002 Substantive conditions for payment or reimbursement.............ccceevveerueeenueenns 17.1002-1
17.1003 Emergency tranSPOTtAtION ........cc.eeeerueeerireerireenieeenieeenieeessireesireessseeesneeesaseeenas 17.1003-1
17.1004 FIlING CIAIMIS...ccuveiitiiiiieeiteiceieeteste ettt ettt st 17.1004-1
17.1005 Payment IHMILAtIONS .....cceeerriieriiiieniiieniiee ettt esree et e sieeesireesbeeesbee e 17.1005-1
17.1006 DeCiSIONMAKETS ....cccouviiiiiieiiiieeiiee ettt ettt ettt e et e st eesbteesabeeesabeee e 17.1006-1
17.1007 Independent right Of TECOVETY ....eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeec e 17.1007-1
17.1008 Balance billing prohibited............cooouiiiiiiiniiiiiiiieieceeeee e 17.1008-1

Expanded Access to Non-VA Care Through the Veterans Choice Program

17.1500 PUIrpOSE and SCOPE......ceeruvieeriieeiiiieeriieeetieeeiireestteessreeessseeessseeessseesnsseesseeessseeenns 17.1500-1
17.1505 DEfINIIONS. .. .eeiiiiiiiiniieeieee ettt sttt et 17.1505-1
17.1510 EIiZIDIE VEIETANS. ...cccuvieeeerieesiiieeiiieeiiieeeiteeeieeesteeesteeesareeessreeessseessseesnsseesseeens 17.1510-1
17.1515 Authorizing NON-V A CATC.........cccueeeiiiieiiieeiieeeiteeeieeesteeesveeeereeeeaeesaeeesneeenes 17.1515-1
17.1520 Effect on Other PrOVISIONS ......cceiiieeiieeeiiieeieeesieeeeieeesreeesereeessaeeeeneesnneesnseeenns 17.1520-1
17.1525 Start date for eligible VEIETans .........ccceecuiieeiiieeriiiieeieeerieeervee e eeve e eieeeevee e 17.1525-1
17.1530 Eligible entities and ProVIders .........ccccecveeerieeriiieeniieenieeesveeerveeesineeeareeeveeenns 17.1530-1
17.1535 Payment rates and methodOIOZIEs........ccueeviuiieiiiiiiiiieiie et 17.1535-1
17.1540 Claims ProCesSING SYSIEIMN ....uueeerureeerurreerrieeeireensreesseeesseeessseesssseesssseessssesssseesans 17.1540-1
17.2000 Vet CENLET SEIVICES eeuvveruvieiierieeniieeieeniteeteesteeeteesttesteesteesareesbeesaseebeesaaeebeenane 17.2000-1

Home Improvements and Structural Alterations (HISA) Program

17.3100 PUIPOSE ANA SCOPE.....eeerurieiiiieiiieeeitee ettt e sttt e ette et e et e eibeesireesbbeesbeeesbeeeas 17.3100-1
17.3101 DEfINItIONS. ..c.veetieiiirieiieeiiesteeteet ettt ettt ettt b et sbe e aeeane e 17.3101-1
17.3102 ELZIDIILY. ..eovueiiieiiirieiieeieteeeetese ettt ettt e s 17.3102-1
17.3105 HISA benefit lifetime HMits.........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecieeeeeee e 17.3105-1
17.3120 Application for HISA Denefits. ........cccooviiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeceeeee e 17.3120-1
17.3125 Approving HISA benefits appliCations ..........coocueeerieeiriiennieeniieeniieeeiieeeieeeae 17.3125-1
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17.3126 Disapproving HISA benefits applications............coecveeevieernieeniieeniieeniieenieeene 17.3126-1
17.3130 HISA benefits payment proCedUIes..........ccouueeririerieeaniieeiieeeiieesieeeeieeesieeeas 17.3130-1

Part 46 — Policy Regarding Participation in
National Practitioner Data Bank

Subpart A — General Provisions

46.1  DEIINITIONS .uvvviiiiiiieeiiiiiiieee e e e e ettt e e e e eeeeeireeeeeeeeeeesetrraaeeeeeeeeeesasarreeeeeeeeesesssrreeeaeeens 46.1-1
A60.2 PUIPOSE ...ttt ettt et e ettt e et e st e e st e e s abbe e s bt e e s bt e e sabeeeeabeeas 46.2-1

Subpart B — National Practitioner Data Bank Reporting

46.3 Malpractice paymMeENt TEPOTEINEZ .....cccvveerrreerrreerreeerreeesreeessreeesreeessreessreessseeessseeessseens 46.3-1
46.4 Clinical privileges aCtions TEPOTING ........veerrreerrreerreeerreeerireeesreeeareeesreessseeessseeesssees 46.4-1

Subpart C — National Practitioner Data Bank Inquiries

46.5 National Practitioner Data Bank inqUIri€s...........ccocveeeviieniiieniieeniieeniieenieeesiee e 46.5-1

Subpart D — Miscellaneous

46.6 Medical quality assurance records confidentiality...........cccoceeevieeerieeniieeniieeeie e, 46.6-1
46.7 Prohibitions concerning NEZOtALIONS .......cccveeervreervreerreeerieeerreeeareessreessseeessseeesssees 46.7-1
46.8 Independent CONMIACLOTS .....cccuuierireerireerireeeieeesreeesireeesereeesreeesreeesneessreesseeesseeesseens 46.8-1

Part 47 — Policy Regarding Reporting Health Care Professionals
to State Licensing Boards

AT7.1  DEIINILIONS ...eeutieiiiiiieieeie ettt ettt ettt e st e bt et e s st e bt entesseenbeeneesaeenseeneas 47.1-1
47.2 Reporting to State Licensing Boards ...........cceevvieeriiieriieiiiieeieeeieeeeeee e 47.2-1

Part 51—Per Diem for Nursing Home Care of
Veterans In State Homes

Subpart A—General
ST.T PUIPOSE. ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et e s bt e e eabbeesabbeesabaeesabeeesaneeenas S51.1-1
51.2 DEIINITIONS. ..ccuvteriieiiieeiieeteeeite ettt sttt ettt sae e et e st et e sereebeesaneesneensneeanees 51.2-1

Subpart B—Obtaining Per Diem for Nursing Home Care in State Homes

51.10 Per diem based on recognition and certification...........ccccceeeeveeerieeenveeniieencieeeeneenn 51.10-1
51.20 Application for recognition based on certification ...........c.cceecveeevieeerieereieenceeennenn 51.20-1
51.30 Recognition and CertifiCation ...........ceevuvieriiiieeiiieeriiecrieeeriee et eveeeieeeeaeeesree e es 51.30-1
51.31 AUtOMALIC TECOZNITION ..eeieuvrreerieeeiieeeireeeieeesteeesseeenreeessseeessseeesreeesseesseessseessssees 51.31-1
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Subpart C—Per Diem Payments

51.40 BaSiC PO QICIM....cciiuiiiiiiiieeiiieeiiee et e eiee e et e e teeesteeeseveeessaeeesbeessseesnsseesnsneesnseeennseens 51.40-1
51.41 Contracts and provider agreements for certain veterans
With service-connected disabilities ..........cocveriieerieiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeen 51.41-1

51.42 Drugs and medicines for Certain VELETans ...........cccuveerveeerveeereieeeneieeeireesnreesneeesnnens 51.42-1
51.43 Drugs and medicineS—PrinCiPles ......ccvieeiuiieriiiieriiieerieeeiee et eaee e 51.43-1
51.50 EligIbIe VEETANS. ... ..eeiiiiieeiiieeiieeeiie e et eeite st e et eeseveeeaeeeebeeeaaeeessaeesnsaeesnsaeennseens 51.50-1

Subpart D—Standards
51.60 Standards applicable for payment of per diem..........ccccceevvieriiiieniieiniieenieeeeeeenn 51.60-1
ST.70 ReSIAENE TIZILS ...eeiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeitee ettt ettt ettt e e e s 51.70-1
51.80 Admission, transfer and discharge rights...........coccoeviiiiiiiniiiiieen 51.80-1
51.90 Resident behavior and facility PractiCes ...........cceeceeerieeeniiennieeniieeeiieeeiee e 51.90-1
51.100 QUALILY OFf THE ..eveeniieiiriieiieiee ettt s 51.100-1
ST.110 ReSident aSSESSIMENL. ....cceuuieriieeriieeriieeriteentteeriteeeriteeestbeesiteesbbeesbaeesabeeesaseeenanes 51.110-1
ST.120 QUALILY OF CATE..cevuutieiiiieeitieeiie ettt ettt sttt e st e st e e sabee e 51.12p-1
ST.130 NUISINE SEIVICES ..uuveeruiieeeitieeiieeeiteeeiteestteestteesibeessibeeesareessabeessbeesseeesseeesseeenanes 51.130-1
ST.TA0 DICLATY SETVICES cuuvveeeuirieeitieeiieeeiteestteesieeestteesibeeestbeeesaseesabeessbeesbaeesaseeesaseeenanes 51.140-1
ST.150 PRYSICIAN SETVICES ..eevuvveeeuirieriieeniieeniteeriteestteesiteeesibeeetbeesiteesbbeesbeeesbteesaseeesanes 51.150-1
51.160 Specialized rehabilitative SETVICES ......eeevuieeriiieriiieiiiieeiiee ettt 51.160-1
ST.170 DENLAl SEIVICES .eeruvvieiuiiieeiiieeiieeeite ettt ettt et e ettt e et e st e st e e sbteesabeeesabeeesans 51.170-1
ST.180 Pharmacy SEIVICES ......ueeeurieriieeriteeniieeeiteertteesitee ettt e esibeesiteesbbeesbeeesbteesaneeesans 51.180-1
ST.190 INfection CONLIOL......cccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt et st 51.190-1
51.200 Physical @nVITONMENT ........eiiiiiiiiriiieriieeeite ettt ettt ettt esbee e sbee e 51.200-1
ST.210 AdMINISTIAION .eeuvtiiiiiiieeitieeiiee ettt ettt ettt e ettt e e bt e et e e sbbeesabteesabeeesaneeenans 51.210-1

Part 52 — Per Diem for Adult Day Health Care
of Veterans in State Homes

Subpart A—General
521 PUIPOSE «.veeeeiieeiie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e et e e s teeessbaeesseeesbeeensseeensseeessseesnsseesnseeennsneens 52.1-1
52.2 DEFINIIONS ...ueeiiiiiiieiieeieeee ettt ettt ettt e s bt e et e sabe e b e sseeeeeas 52.2-1

Subpart B—Obtaining Per Diem for Adult Day Health Care in State Homes
52.10 Per diem based on recognition and Certification..........cc.ceeeveeernieeniiieeniieenieeenneen. 52.10-1
52.20 Application for recognition based on CertifiCation ............cceeeeerveeerriveeniieenieeenneen. 52.20-1
52.30 Recognition and CertifiCatioN ..........eeviueieriiieeriiieeiiie ettt 52.30-1

Subpart C—Per Diem Payments
52.40 MONthLY PAYMENL ....ccciuiiieiiieeiiieeiee et et e et e e sreeesaeeeebeeeareeessaeesssaeesseeesnseens 52.40-1
52.50 EIGIDIE VEETANS......eeiiuiiieiiieeiieeeiteeeieeeeiteeeieeesteeeseveeeseaeeessbeeesseeensseesnsseesseesnsseens 52.50-1
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61.17 Site control for capital Grants. ........cccceccveeeiieeriiieeiiie et e e eeeesaeeeeneees 61.17-1
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61.44 Awarding special need grants and payment of special need per diem. ...................... 61.44-1
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61.51 Technical assistance grants—application packages. .........ccceeeveeerveeerveesiieenceeennnenn 61.51-1
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62.36 General Operation TEQUITEMENLS. .....cccuveerrireerireerreeerreeerreeessreeessreeessreessseeessseeessees 62.36-1
62.37 Fee PIrONIDITION. ..ccuviiiiiieeiiieeiiee ettt tee et e e e e e saee et e e et e e ensaeeensaeesnseeennseeas 62.37-1
62.38  INElIZIDIE ACHIVILIES. .eeevrireirieeiieeeiiee et eeiee e et e et e et e et eeeeaeeeaaeeensaeeensneesnsaeennseeas 62.38-1
62.40 Notice of Fund Availability. .......cccceeiiiiriiiiiiiiicciie et 62.40-1
62.50 Supportive Services grant AZrEEMENLS. .....cuueeevreerrrreerreeerreeesereeesereeesreesssneessseeesssees 62.50-1
62.51 Payments under the SUPPOTtiVe SETVICES ZIANL. ..ccvveeruveeeriieeiieeeiieeeireeeireeeieeeeeneees 62.51-1
62.60 Program or budget changes and corrective action plans. .........cccccceeeeveeriieeeceeennnen. 62.60-1
62.61  Procedural ©ITOT..........cocueiiiiiiiiiieeeet ettt ettt st 62.61-1
62.62 Religious OTZANIZAtIONS. .....ueeervreeeiiieeeiiieeeitieesiteesreeesreeessreeessseeessseeesreesssseessseeesssees 62.62-1
62.63 Visits to monitor operations and COMPHANCE. .........ccevieeriieeriieeiieeeiieeeieeeiee e 62.63-1
62.70 Financial management and adminiStrative COSES. .....cccuueerveeerieerrieeerireeeieeeeieeesennns 62.70-1
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Sections 17.641 through 17.646 also issued under 38 U.S.C. 501(a) and Pub. L. 114-2, sec. 4.

Ed. Note: Nomenclature changes to Part 17 appear at 61 FR 7216, Feb. 27, 1996

— Section Title Index —

Aid to States for care of Veterans in State Homes

Aid fOr dOMICIHATY CATE......oouviiiiiiiiiiieete et 17.194-1
Aid fOr hOSPItAL CATE.......eeiuiiiiiiiiiie ettt et s 17.196-1
Amount of aid PAYADIE .......coouiiiiiiiiiiee e 17.197-1
Approval of annexes and New facCilities .........coceevieriiiiniiiiiinieeeeeece e 17.192-1
AUdit Of State NOMIES. ... .eiiiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt 17.200-1
Department of Veterans Affairs approval of eligibility required...........ccocceevueerierneennnen. 17.198-1
FIling apPliCAtIONS ... .eeiuiiiiieeiiieite ettt ettt ettt et s e e be e s 17.191-1
Inspection of recognized State hOMES........cccccovuiiiiiiiiiniiieieeee e 17.199-1
Prerequisites for payments to State hOmEs ............cooueeiiiiiiiniiniieneeceeeeeee e 17.193-1
Recognition of @ State hOmE ........cocueiiiiiiiiiiieee e 17.190-1

Automotive Equipment and Driver Training

Definition-adaptive EqQUIPMENL ........ccoviiiiriiieiriiieiiiee ettt eieeesbeeesibee e essireesaeees 17.157-1

Eligibility for automobile adaptive eqUIPMENt ..........cc.eevvuieeriiieiniieeniieeriie e 17.156-1

Limitations ON @SSISTATICE ....c...eerurerieenieerieenieeeteenite et eniee st e stee et e seeeereesaaeeaneesaneeneenanees 17.158-1

Minimum standards of safety and quality for automotive adaptive equipment............... 17.155-1

Obtaining vehicles for special driver training COUTSES........covvvttrriiernieerrieeeireeeireesieeens 17.159-1
Autopsies

AULOPSIES c.uvieeeiiieeeiiieeiieeeetee et eeetteeetteesaeeesabeeeasseessseesnsseeansseesnsaeessseesnnseeensseeansseessseens 17.170-1

Breaking Appointments

Refusal of treatment by unnecessarily breaking appointments............ccceeveeereeernveennnen. 17.100-1

Care During Certain Disasters and Emergencies

Provision of hospital care and medical services during certain disasters
and emergencies under 38 U.S.C. 1785 .....ooo it 17.86
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Ceremonies

Services or ceremonies on Department of Veterans Affairs hospital or
CENLET TESETVALIONS. c...eeiteeuiteeiieetie ettt e ettt et e et e bt e et e e bt e e bt e s bt e e bt e sbeesabeesbbeenbeesaseennes 17.112-1

Charges, Waivers, And Collections

Collection or recovery by VA for medical care or services provided or

furnished to a veteran for a non-service connected disability.........cccccceeviiiernieennen. 17.101-1
Charges fOr CAIE OF SEIVICES ..eeuviierurieeriiieiiiieeiteeeitee sttt e eiteesbteesbeeesbeessabteesabeessaseesareas 17.102-1
Referrals of compromise settlement Offers ...........cceovvieiriiiiniiiiiiiiin e, 17.103-1
Terminations and SUSPENISIONS .....cc..eeerureerrireerriiieeiteeeieeeeitieesiteeeieeesbeeesabeeesabeessaseesnneees 17.104-1
WAIVETS ettt ettt ettt s s 17.105-1

Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs
(CHAMPVA)—Maedical Care for Survivors and Dependents of
Certain Veterans

APPCAI/TEVIEW PIOCESS ..eeeuevieenerieeireeeitieeeteeesseeesteesssseesssseeassseessseessseesssseesssseesnsseesnsseens 17.276-1
Benefit limitations/@XCIUSIONS. .....ccueiiuiiiiieriiieiieiie ettt 17.272-1
Claim filing deadline............ceeviiieiiiiiiiieeeiie et ee e e et e e sbeeeaaeeesaee s 17.275-1
Confidentiality Of TECOTAS .....ccouviieiiiieeiiieeiie ettt e re st e et eesnbeeesaeeesaeeas 17.278-1
COSE SNATINIZ ..evvieeiiieeiee ettt ettt et e e e et ee et eeetaeeestaeesnsaeensseeensseeensseeensseeas 17.274-1
EIGIDIIILY Lottt ettt ettt ettt st e nbeenaeeaean 17.271-1
GENETAL PIOVISIONS ..eeeuvvieeiiieesiiieeitiieeiiteeeiteeestteestteestaeesstaeeasseeessseesssseesssseessseesssseesnsseens 17.270-1
PreauthOoriZation .........oouiiiiiiiee e 17.273-1
Third party liability/medical care COSt TECOVETY......eevriiiiiiieeriiieeiieeeieeeeieeerreeevee e 17.277-1

Community Residential Care

Approval of community residential care facilities..........oocveerviieiriiiiniieiniieiiie e 17.63-1
Approvals and provisional approvals of community residential care facilities ................. 17.65-1
Availability of INfOrMAatION ........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiieiee et 17.72-1
DEIINITIONS. ...e ettt ettt ettt st et et sttt e e 17.62-1
EIZIDIIILY .ottt ettt st sttt ettt 17.61-1
Medical foster homes—general...........cc.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 17.73-1
Notice and conduct Of hEaring ...........ccc.eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 17.68-1
Notice of noncompliance with VA standards ...........cocceeviieiniiiiniiiiniiiinieeiee e 17.66-1
Request fOr @ NEAring .........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 17.67-1
Revocation of VA approval ........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeeeeeete e 17.71-1
Standards applicable to medical foSter hOmEes .........ccc.eeeviiiriiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 17.74-1
Waiver of opportunity for hearing ...........c.cceeeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 17.69-1
Written decision following @ hearing............coocveiiiiiiniiiiniiiiiieeeceeeeeeee e 17.70-1

Confidentiality of Healthcare Quality Assurance Review Records

Access to quality assurance records and documents within the agency.........c.cccccveeennee. 17.508-1
Appeal of decision by Veterans Health Administration to deny disclosure .................... 17.506-1
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Applicability Of Other StAtULES .......c..eieriiiiiiieiiie e 17.502-1
Authorized disclosure: Non-Department of Veterans Affairs requests ...........cceeveeenneee. 17.509-1
Confidential and privileged dOCUMENLS ........ccceeeriiiiiriiiiiriiieniieeeiee et 17.501-1
DiSClOSUIE AULNOTITIES. ....couveeiiieiieeieeiecete ettt et et 17.505-1
DiScloSUIe METHOMAS ....c.veeiiiriiieiieeieeeee et 17.504-1
Employee reSPONSIDIIITIES ....cccouviiriiiiriieiiiieiiiee ettt et e e 17.507-1
GENETAL oot 17.500-1
IMPIOPer AISCIOSUTE.......eiiiiiieiiiieiiieeeite ettt ettt e bt e et e eaaee s 17.503-1
Penalties fOr VIOIAtIONS. ........eiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeiie ettt ettt et 17.511-1
REAISCIOSUTE ...ttt ettt e 17.510-1
Copayments
Copayments for inpatient hospital care and outpatient medical care.............cccccovveeenneee. 17.108-1
Copayments fOr MEICAION ........cccuveeeiuieeriieeeiieeeieeeeieeerteeeeeeeieeesaeeessreeessbeeesseeesaeeas 17.110-1
Copayments for Extended Care SEIVICES .........ccueervieeriieeiiieeiieeeieeeeieeesieeesveeeseveesaneens 17.111-1
Presumptive eligibility for psychosis and mental illness other than psychosis................ 17.109-1

Definitions and Active Duty

DB INTIONS. ...ceeiiieeeiieee ettt ettt ettt e e e e st e e st e e s bt e e s bt e e eabeesnaneeens 17.30-1
Duty periods defined..........c.eeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 17.31-1

Delegations of Authority

Authority to adjudicate foreign reimbursement Claims..........ccceeevveeeiieencieeeniie e 17.141-1
Authority to adjudicate reimbursement ClaimS ...........ccceevveeerieeriieeniieeriee e evee e 17.140-1
Authority to approve sharing agreements, contracts for scarce medical

specialist services and contracts for other medical SErvices .........ccccveervveerveeerreenns 17.142-1

Dental Services

Authorization of dental eXaminations ..........ccoovterriieriiieriieeniie ettt 17.160-1
Authorization of outpatient dental treatment ...........ccocveeevieeriieeniieeniieeie e 17.161-1
Dental services for hospital or nursing home patients and

domiciled MEMDBETS ........cociiriiiiiiiiieeee e 17.166-1
Eligibility for Class II dental treatment without rating action ............ccceevcveerrieernveennnen. 17.162-1
Emergency outpatient dental treatment..............coevveeriieeriieeniieeniieeeiee e 17.165-1
Patient responsibility in making and keeping dental appointments............cccceeeruveennnnenn. 17.164-1
Posthospital outpatient dental treatment ...........coovveeirieeiiiieniieeniee e 17.163-1
VA Dental Insurance Program for veterans and survivors and

dependents of veterans (VADIP) ......ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 17.169-1

Disciplinary Control of Beneficiaries Receiving Hospital, Domiciliary or
Nursing Home Care

VA response to disruptive behavior of Patients .........cceeeevieeriieriieeniie e 17.106-1
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Enrollment Provisions and Medical Benefits Package

Additional services fOr INAIZENLS ......cccueeiiiieiiiieiiiee ettt et e e saaeeens 17.40-1
Certain FIlipIno VEIETANS .......ccouiiiiiiiieiiieeieeetee ettt ettt e e 17.39-1
Enrollment not required—provision of hospital and outpatient care to veterans ................ 17.37-1
Enrollment—provision of hospital and outpatient care to VEterans.........cceceeeveerveenveennnenne 17.36-1
Medical benefits PACKAZE ......cccveeiiiiiiiiieiiieeee et 17.38-1

Examination and Observation and Examination

Examinations on an outpatient DasiS.........cueeeeueerriuieriiieeiieeeiieeesireesieeesseeessreeesseeessseennns 17.42-1
Persons eligible for hospital observation and physical examination .............c.ceeecveeeruveennn. 17.41-1

Expanded Access to Non-VA Care Through the Veterans Choice Program

AUthOTIZING NON-V A CATC.....ceoiiiiiiiiieiiieeiteette ettt et 17.1515-1
Claims ProCeSSING SYSLEIML ....ceeuviieiiieeitieeiieeeiteeeitee ettt e et e e sbteesbteesabeeesabeessabeeennseesnnne 17.1540-1
DEIINITIONS. ...ttt et ettt et et st e be e st be e st eaees 17.1505-1
Effect On Other PrOVISIONS .....cccuiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeitee ettt et 17.1520-1
Eligible entities and PrOVIAETS .........ceeriiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeiieeeteeete ettt e 17.1530-1
ElIZIDIE VEIETANS. .....eiiiiiiiiiiieeie ettt ettt e e e e 17.1510-1
Payment rates and methodOLOZIES ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 17.1535-1
PUIPOSE ANd SCOPE....eeiiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt et 17.1500-1
Start date for eligible VEEIaNns ........ccocveieriiiiiiiieiiie ettt 17.1525-1

Grants for Exchange of Information

Amended or supplemental apPliCAtIONS .......cccvuvieriiiieriiiiiniieeeie et 17.256-1
APPICANLS fOT GIANTS .....iiiiiiieiiii ettt ettt ettt e s eib e e 17.253-1
APPIICALIONS ..ttt ettt e e e st e st e e sabe e e it e e sabeeseareeeareas 17.254-1
Applications for grants for programs which include construction projects..................... 17.255-1
Authority to approve applications diSCIEtIONATY ........cc.eeerrureeriiierriiieeriiieeniie e e eieees 17.262-1
AWATAS PTOCEAULES....ccnuiieiiieeeiiie ettt et e e e e ettt e st e e sabeeesabeeesabeeseabeeeareas 17.257-1
COopYIIghts ANd PALENLS ....ccouviiiriiiiiiiieeiiee ettt ettt sb et sb e e et eesabeeseabeesaneas 17.266-1
DITECT COSES....euteinutiiitieniti ettt ettt ettt ettt et e s e et e st e b e sate e bt esaeeebeesaneenneesaneenneens 17.259-1
Ex officio member of SUDCOMMILLEE. .......c..eerviiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeceee e 17.252-1
INAITECE COSES. nveinniiiniiiiiieteeete ettt ettt sttt st e e s e ne e es 17.261-1
Patient care costs to be excluded from direct COSES.......eevrurirmniiiniiiiiiiieiiieeiie e 17.260-1
PAYMENLS ...ttt ettt et e et e s n 17.265-1
Recoupments and relEaSES .........coovuiiiriiiiiiiiiiiit it 17.264-1
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Scope of the grant Programi.............coecueiiiiiiiniieiiie ettt 17.250-1
Subcommittee on Academic AfFaAIrS ........ccoeoviiiiiiiiiiiiieceee e 17.251-1
Suspension and termination ProCEAUIES. ..........eeeruierriierrieeriieeeitee et eiteeeibeeesreeesireeens 17.263-1
Terms and conditions to which awards are subject...........cccevviiiriiiiniiiiniiiiiceeeee, 17.258-1

Grants to States for Construction or Acquisition of State Home Facilities

APPIICALION PRASE.....eeeeiieeiiieeiiie ettt eiee et e ettt e e tae e e e e e e aaeessseeessseeessseeesseesnsseens 17.220-1
Applications With TESPECt O PIOJECES ....veerurrieriieeriieeiieeerreeereeeireesieeesbeeessreeessreeesneens 17.213-1
DIEEINITIONS. ...ttt ettt et e bttt e sa e et esab e e bt e sateebeesaee s 17.210-1
Disallowance of a grant application and notice of a right to hearing.............cccccoveeennee. 17.214-1
Domiciliary and nursing home Care program...........ccccueeerveeereeeesieeessieeesiveeesveeeseveessnneens 17.217-1
EQUIPIMENT ....eeiiiiieiiie ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e et e e estaeesntaeesssaeessseeessaeensseesnseeens 17.221-1
General design guidelines and Standards ...........cccceeeeiieriiiieniieeniee e 17.222-1
General program requirements for construction and acquisition of and

equipment for State home facCilities ........ccceeeriieiriiiiiiiie e 17.216-1
Maximum number of nursing home beds for veterans by State ...........cccccveevevieerveeennnnn. 17.211-1
Preapplication Phase ...........oouiiiiiiiiii e 17.219-1
RECAPIUIE PIOVISIONS ... .viieiiieeiiieeiieeetieeeteeeetee et eeesteeeaaeeetaeeetaeesssaeessseeensseeensseeensseens 17.215-1
SCOPE Of raNtS PrOZTAIM .....eeeuveeeiiieeiiieeiieeeiteeeesteeesteeesteeesseeessseeensseeessseesssseessseessseeas 17.212-1
State home hospital PrOZIam .......c..eeeiuiieiiiieeiieeeiie e eee e e e e e b e e eereeensaee s 17.218-1

Grants for Transportation of Veterans in Highly Rural Areas

DEIINITIONS ..euiiiiiieiieet ettt ettt et b e et e s bt et esat e eabe e sateebeesaeeas 17.701-1
Eligibility and appliCAtION .........ccccveieiiieiiiiieeniieeeieeeeteeerteeeieeeeieeesaeeesbeeensbeeesseeensneeas 17.703-1
GTaNt QZIEEIMEGIILS ....eevuvieeiurieeiieeeitteeeitteeeitteeeseteesseeesseeesssaeeasseeessseesssseesssseessssessssseesssseens 17.715-1
Grantee reporting reQUITEINEILS ......cccveeerureeerreeriureeaireesreeesseeesseessseeessseesssseeessseesssseens 17.725-1
GrantS——ZENETAL ......cociiiiiiieeiiie ettt ettt e e st e e st e e e s bee e sbeeeabeeersseeenssaeensneeas 17.702-1
Notice of Fund Availability ........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiieeiie e e 17.710-1
Payments under the rant ............ooccieiiriiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 17.720-1
PUIPOSE ANA SCOPE ..eeiiniiiiieiiiiie ettt e et e e st e e s eabaeeeenanee 17.700-1
Recovery of funds BY VA ...ttt e e e s 17.730-1
Scoring criteria and SEIECHION .......c.eeeiiieeiiieeiiieeieeeee et e eiee e ree e eeesreeeeneeeaaeeas 17.705-1

Grants to the Republic of the Philippines

Acceptance of medical supplies as PAYMENt.........c..eevruveeriiiiriiieeniiieeniee et 17.362-1
AdMISSION PIIOTIEIES .euvvieeuiiieeiieeeiteeeiteeette et ee et ee st eeebteeebteesabaeesabeeesabeeensbeessreesneeens 17.365-1
Amounts and use of grant funds for the replacement and upgrading of

EUIPITIEIIE . ..eeeiteeitte et te et ee ettt e et e e sabeeesabeeeabeesabeesbteesabaeeeabbeesabeeensbaeesbeesnnseesnneeens 17.352-1
Authorization of emergency admiSSIONS ........c..eiirieerrieerriieeriireeriteesieeesteeesireeesireesieeens 17.366-1
AWATAS PTOCEAULES....cuevieeiiiieeiiie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e ettt esbte e s beeesabeeeabeesareesbaeens 17.355-1
Eligibility determinations. ..........coevuieiruieiriieinieeeiee et ee ettt ettt et eesibeesireesaeee s 17.364-1
Grants for the replacement and upgrading of equipment at Veterans

Memorial Medical Center..........cooviiiriiiiieriiiieiceeee et 17.351-1
INSPECHIONS ..ottt ettt e ettt e st e e st e e it e e enabeeenabeesbaeeas 17.369-1
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Len@th Of SEAY ....eeeeiiiieeiie ettt et et 17.363-1
Program of assistance to the Philippines ...........ccocceeviiiiniiiiniiiiiiieiceceeee e, 17.350-1
Republic of the Philippines to print fOrms.............ccoovveeiiiiiiiiiiniieeiceeceeeeeee e 17.367-1
Termination Of PAYMENLS .....ccccuiiriuiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt e e sibeeeareesaaee s 17.370-1

Health Care Benefits for Certain Children of Vietnam Veterans and Veterans with
Covered Service in Korea—Spina Bifida and Covered Birth Defects

DB INTIONS. ...ttt ettt e e e st e e st e e sabe e e sab e e e sabeesabeeeareas 17.901-1
IMEAICAL TECOTAS ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e sab e et e e it e s eabeesaneas 17.905-1
PAYMENE .ottt ettt e 17.903-1
PreauthOriZaAtION .......eiiiiiiiiieeie ettt ettt e st e 17.902-1
Review and appeal PrOCESS ........eiiruiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiteetee ettt 17.904-1
Spina bifida-provision of health Care..........ccocceoviiiiiiiii e, 17.900-1

Home Improvements and Structural Alterations (HISA) Program

Application for HISA DENETILS. ....cccuiieeiiieiiieeiie ettt 17.3120-1
Approving HISA benefits appliCations .........ccccuieeriiieeriieeriieeieeeree e eieeesaee e 17.3125-1
DIEEINITIONS. ...ttt et e bttt e s bt s bt e sab e et e e sbteebeesaneens 17.3101-1
Disapproving HISA benefits appliCations...........cecveeerieeerieeenieeeiieeeieeeiree e e eveeeeneees 17.3126-1
EIGIDIIEY. c.eeeiniieitee ettt ettt et e st e bt et esaeeens 17.3102-1
HISA benefit Hfetime IMILS. ........oouiiiiiiiiiiieeee et 17.3105-1
HIS A benefits payment ProCEAUIES. .........cccvveeriieeriieeiieeerteeerireeerereeeeeeeesreesaneeeseeennveees 17.3130-1
PUIPOSE ANA SCOPE...ceiiniiiieiiiiiie ettt e sttt e e e e abteeeseaeees 17.3100-1

Hospital Care and Medical Services for Camp Lejeune Veterans and Families

Hospital care and medical services for Camp Lejeune veterans..........ceecveeevveerniveennnnn. 17.400-1
Hospital care and medical services for Camp Lejeune family members ......................... 17.410-1

Hospital, Domiciliary and Nursing Home Care

Priorities for Outpatient Medical Services and Inpatient Hospital Care...........cccceenueennee. 17.49-1
Compensated Work Therapy/Transitional Residences program............cccceevveeerveeennneenns 17.48-1
Considerations applicable in determining eligibility for hospital care, medical

services, nursing home care, or dOmiCIliary Care...........cceeeevveeecieeenieeerieeeveeevee e 17.47-1
Eligibility for hospital, domiciliary or nursing home care of persons

discharged or released from active military, naval, Or air SEIViCe..........ceeuveerveeerureennns 17.46-1
Hospital care for certain retirees with chronic disability (Executive

Orders 10122, 10400 and 11733)...ccuiiiiiieierieeeie sttt 17.44-1
Hospital care for reSearch PUIPOSES .......cevviiiriieiiiieeiieeeriee et eeeeesieeesteeesreeeraeeeaaeeenes 17.45-1
Persons entitled to hospital or dOmicCiliary Care ..........ccceeecveeerieeeiiieniieecee e ereee e 17.43-1

Hospital or Nursing Home Care and Medical Services in Foreign Countries

Hospital care and medical services in foreign COUNtIies.........ccceevcueeeriiierniiieiniieeenieeenieenns 17.35-1
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Outpatient Treatment

Eligibility fOr OUtPAtIENT SETVICES ....ceruuiiiiiriiieiieeieeite ettt 17.93-1
Mental health SEIVICES. .......eiiuiiiiiiiieiieet ettt et 17.98-1
Outpatient care for research PUIPOSES ......cocuuiiiuiiriiiiiiirieeee e 17.92-1
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Medication prescribed by non-VA phySicians ...........cceceerieiiieinieniieinienieeieeeeeiee e 17.96-1
Priorities fOr Medical SETVICES ......cc.uiiuiiriiiiiieiie ettt 17.99-1

Payment and Reimbursement of the Expenses of Medical Services not
Previously Authorized

Allowable rates and fEES .........eevviiriiiiiiiiiee e 17.128-1
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Payment of abandoned claims prohibited .............cccoovieiiiiiiiiiiiiniicceee 17.131-1
Payment or reimbursement for emergency treatment furnished by

Non-VA providers to certain veterans with service-connected disabilities................ 17.120-1
Payment or reimbursement of the expenses of repairs to prosthetic appliances

and similar devices furnished without prior authorization ............ccccccevveeinieennneenn. 17.122-1
Preparation of CLAIMS ......ccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 17.124-1
Retroactive payments prohibited ............coocuiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieiieeeieeeeeeee e 17.129-1
TIMELY FIIING 1ottt ettt e et eeateesbeee s 17.126-1
Where 10 file ClaIMS ....oueiiiiiiiiie e 17.125-1

Payment or Reimbursement for Emergency Services for Nonservice-
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Balance billing prohibited...........ccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 17.1008-1
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Payment [IMITAIONS .......eeoiuiiiriiiiiiiiieiiieeeite ettt ettt e ee e esireesaaees 17.1005-1
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nonservice-connected conditions in non-VA facilities ..........ccceevvieeiiieinieennieennnee. 17.1000-1
Substantive conditions for payment or reimbursement..............ccc.eeerveeenieeenveennieeennne 17.1002-1
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§17.640 Purpose

The purpose of §§17.640 through 17.647 is to establish the requirements for the program
for the repayment of educational loans (PREL) obtained by physician residents pursuing a
certification in psychiatry.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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§17.641 Definitions
The following definitions apply to §§17.640 through 17.647.

Acceptance of conditions means a signed document between VA and a participant of the
PREL, in which the participant must agree to a period of obligated service, to maintain an
acceptable level of performance determined by supervisory review in the position to which VA
appoints the participant, to terms and amount of payment, and to relocate, if required, to a
location determined by VA at the participant's expense in exchange for educational loan
repayments under the PREL. VA will provide a list of available locations for the period of
obligated service in the acceptance of conditions. The applicant will choose the preferred
location, in ranking order, for the completion of his or her obligated service from the locations on
this list. However, VA will ultimately make the final determination as to where the applicant will
perform his or her period of obligated service. A participant of the PREL must agree that he or
she is willing to accept the location and position to which VA appoints the participant.

Educational loan means a loan, government or commercial, made for educational
purposes by institutions that are subject to examination and supervision in their capacity as
lending institutions by an agency of the United States or of the state in which the lender has its
principal place of business. Loans must be for the actual costs paid for tuition, and other
reasonable educational expenses such as living expenses, fees, books, supplies, educational
equipment and materials, and laboratory expenses. Loans must be obtained from a government
entity, a private financial institution, a school, or any other authorized entity stated in this
definition. The following loans do not qualify for the PREL:

(1) Loans obtained from family members, relatives, or friends;
(2) Loans made prior to, or after, the individual's qualifying education;

(3) Any portion of a consolidated loan that is not specifically identified with the
education and purposes for which the PREL may be authorized, such as home or auto loans
merged with educational loans;

(4) Loans for which an individual incurred a service obligation for repayment or
agreed to service for future cancellation;

(5) Credit card debt;
(6) Parent Plus Loans;
(7) Loans that have been paid in full;

(8) Loans that are in default, delinquent, not in a current payment status, or have
been assumed by a collection agency;

(9) Loans not obtained from a bank, credit union, savings and loan association,
not-for-profit organization, insurance company, school, and other financial or credit institution
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which is subject to examination and supervision in its capacity as a lending institution by an
agency of the United States or of the state in which the lender has its principal place of business;

(10) Loans for which supporting documentation is not available;

(11) Loans that have been consolidated with loans of other individuals, such as
spouses, children, friends, or other family member; or

(12) Home equity loans or other non-educational loans.

PREL means the program for the repayment of educational loans for certain VA
psychiatrists established in §§17.640 through 17.647.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]

Supplement Highlight Reference(s): 102(1)
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§17.642 Eligibility

(a) General. To be eligible for the PREL, an applicant must meet all of the following
requirements:

(1) Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.

(2) Be enrolled in the final year of a post-graduate physician residency program
leading to either a specialty qualification in psychiatric medicine or a subspecialty qualification
of psychiatry (the program must be accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education or the American Osteopathic Association, and, by the time of VA employment, must:

(i) Have completed all psychiatry residency training;

(i1)) Have received a completion certificate from the Program Director
confirming successful completion of the residency program; and

(iii) Certify intention to apply for board certification in the specialty of
psychiatry (through the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Osteopathic
Association) within two years after completion of residency.

(3) Be licensed or eligible for licensure to practice medicine by meeting the
following requirements by the time of VA employment:

(i) Have at least one full, active, current, and unrestricted license that
authorizes the licensee to practice in any State, Territory, or possession of the United States, the
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

(i1) Document graduation from a school of medicine accredited by the
Liaison Committee on Medical Education or the American Osteopathic Association; or, if an
international medical graduate, verify that requirements for certification by the Educational
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates have been met.

(b) Simultaneous participation in another repayment program. Any applicant who, at the
time of application, is participating in any other program of the Federal Government that repays
the educational loans of the applicant is not eligible to participate in the PREL.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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§17.643 Application for the PREL

(a) General. A complete application for the PREL consists of a completed application
form, letters of reference, and personal statement.

(b) References. The applicant must provide the following letters of reference and sign a
release of information form for VA to contact such references. The letters of reference should
include the following:

(1) One letter of reference from the Program Director of the core psychiatry
program in which the applicant trained or is training, or the Program Director of any psychiatry
subspecialty program in which the applicant is training, which indicates that the applicant is in
good to excellent standing;

(2) One or more letters of reference from faculty members under which the
applicant trained;

(3) One letter of reference from a peer colleague who is familiar with the
psychiatry practice and character of the applicant.

(c) Personal statement. The personal statement must include the following
documentation:

(1) A cover letter that provides the following information:
(i) Why the applicant is interested in VA employment;
(i1) The applicant's interest in working at a particular VA medical facility;
(ii1) Likely career goals, including career goals in VA; and

(iv) A brief summary of past employment or training and
accomplishments, including any particular clinical areas of interest (e.g., substance abuse).
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(2) The following information must be provided on a VA form or online
collection system and is subject to VA verification:

(1) Attestation that the applicant is not participating in any other loan
repayment program.

(i1) A summary of the applicant's educational debt, which includes the total
debt amount and when the debt was acquired. The health professional debt covered the loan must
be specific to education that was required, used, and qualified the applicant for appointment as a
psychiatrist.

(ii1) The name of the lending agency that provided the educational loan.

(3) A full curriculum vitae.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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§17.644 Selection of participants

(a) Selection criteria. In evaluating and selecting participants, VA will consider the
following factors:

(1) The applicant meets all of the eligibility criteria in §17.642 and has submitted
a complete application under §17.643;

(2) The strength of the applicant's letters of reference;

(4) The applicant is in good to excellent standing in the residency program, as
determined from the Program Director letter of reference;

(5) The applicant demonstrates a strong commitment to VA's mission and core
values;

(6) The applicant has personal career goals that match VA needs (i.e., to work
with patients suffering from traumatic brain injury, substance abuse, or post-traumatic stress
disorder);

(7) The applicant's expresses a desire to work at a location that matches with VA
needs; and

(8) The applicant does not have any identifiable circumstances relating to
education, training, licensure, certification and review of health status, previous experience,
clinical privileges, professional references, malpractice history and adverse actions, or criminal
violations that would adversely affect the applicant's credentialing process.

(b) Selection. VA will select not less than 10 individuals who meet the requirements of
this section to participate in the program for the repayment of educational loans for each year in
which VA carries out the program.

(¢c) Notification of selection. VA will notify applicants that they have been selected in
writing. An individual becomes a participant in the PREL once the participant submits and VA
signs the acceptance of conditions.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]

Supplement Highlight Reference(s): 102(1)

(No. 102 10/5/16)



17.645-1 §17.645— Award procedures 17.645-1

§17.645 Award procedures
(a) Repayment amount.

(1) VA may pay not more than $30,000 in educational loan repayment for each
year of obligated service.

(2) An educational loan repayment may not exceed the actual amount of principal
and interest on an educational loan or loans.

(b) Payment. VA will pay the participant, or the lending institution on behalf of the
participant, directly for the principal and interest on the participant's educational loans. Payments
will be made monthly or annually for each applicable service period, depending on the terms of
the acceptance of conditions. Participants must provide VA documentation that shows the
amounts that were credited or posted by the lending institution to a participant's educational loan
during an obligated service period. VA will issue payments after the participant commences the
period of obligated service. Payments are exempt from Federal taxation.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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§17.646 Obligated service

(a) General provision. A participant's obligated service will begin on the date on which
the participant begins full-time, permanent employment with VA in the field of psychiatric
medicine in a location determined by VA. Obligated service must be full-time, permanent
employment and does not include any period of temporary or contractual employment.

(b) Duration of service. The participant will agree in the acceptance of conditions to serve
for an obligated service period of 2 or more calendar years.

(¢c) Location and position of obligated service. VA reserves the right to make final
decisions on the location and position of the obligated service.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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§17.647 Failure to comply with terms and conditions of participation

(a) Participant fails to satisfy obligated service. A participant of the PREL who fails to
satisfy the period of obligated service will be liable to the United States, in lieu of such obligated
service, for the full amount of benefit they expected to receive in the agreement, pro-rated for
completed service days.

(b) Repayment period. The participant will pay the amount of damages that the United
States is entitled to recover under this section in full to the United States no later than 1 year after
the date of the breach of the agreement.

[81 FR 68820, Sept. 29, 2016]
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