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1.  General Information on Rehabilitation Research and Special Projects



	Introduction
	This topic contains information on rehabilitation research and special projects, including

· purpose

· VA’s role in research and development activities

· types of research and development projects, and

· funding research and development projects.


	Change Date
	March 14, 2006


	a.  Purpose 
	VA is mandated to conduct an ongoing program of research and development for the purpose of advancing the

· knowledge

· methods

· techniques, and

· resources

available for use in developing and/or implementing rehabilitation programs for veterans.


	Note:  For more information on VA’s program of research and development see 38 U.S.C 3119 and CFR 21.390.


	b. VA’s Role in Research and Development Activities
	To improve the quality or delivery of rehabilitation services, VA may

· conduct research and development projects

· provide support to other agencies for research and development, or

· both conduct and provide support for research projects.


Continued on next page

1.  General Information on Rehabilitation Research and Special Projects, Continued

	c. Types of Research and Development Projects
	Research and development efforts may cover a wide variety of approaches to rehabilitation, including

· studies and research concerning the following factors related to rehabilitation

· psychological

· educational

· employment

· social

· vocational

· industrial, and

· economic, and

· projects designed to increase resources and the potential for accomplishing suitable employment and independent living goals.


	d. Funding Research and Development Projects
	To carry out the provisions of 38 CFR 21.390 and Title 38 U.S.C. 3119, VA may make grants to or contract with

· public agencies 

· nonprofit agencies, and

· institutions of higher learning.


2. Research Conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Divisions

	Introduction  
	This topic contains information on research conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Divisions, including

· submitting research proposals

· proposal format

· special provisions regarding human subjects, and

· special provisions regarding collection of information.


	Change Date
	March 14, 2006


	a.  Submitting Research Proposals
	The table below describes the process for submitting research proposals from VR&E Divisions. 


	Responsible Individual
	Action

	VR&E Division Staff
	are encouraged to submit proposals aimed at the development of effective approaches to rehabilitation.

	VR&E Officer
	reviews, evaluates, and recommends approval of research proposals submitted by VR&E staff.

	Director, Regional Office
	reviews proposals recommended by the VR&E Officer and submits approved proposals to the Director, VR&E Service.  

	Director, VR&E Service
	provides final approval of research proposals subject to any required concurrences.


Continued on next page

2. Research Conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Divisions, Continued

	b. Proposal Format
	The following table provides information included in research proposals.




	Element
	Description

	Title
	Accurately and concisely identifies the

· research 

· variables studied, and 

· key concepts of the study.

	Objective
	Defines the purpose, scope, and content of the research.

	Literature Review
	A comprehensive survey of peer reviewed studies which pertain to the topic.  The literature review

· puts the current study into perspective

· defines the field

· describes effective/ineffective past research, and

· helps the reader interpret the significance of results obtained from the study.


Continued on next page

2. Research Conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Divisions, Continued

	b. Proposal Format (continued)


	Element
	Description

	Methodology
	Describes how the study will be conducted in sufficient detail to allow replication.  Provides details about the research design, including

· population

· sampling procedures

· variables

· hypothesis(es) being tested

· statistical methods being used to analyze data

· data collection methods 

· safeguards of ethics and confidentiality

· instrumentation

· timeframe for the research, and

· personnel who will conduct the research.

	Cost
	Details the

· total estimated cost to complete the research, and

· reasonable expectation of benefit from successful achievement of objectives.

	Utilization Plan
	The procedures to be used or steps to be taken to disseminate the results or outcomes and how the results may be used.  


Continued on next page

2. Research Conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Divisions, Continued

	c.  Special Provisions Regarding Human Subjects 
	Special safeguards and considerations must be utilized when working with human subjects.  

If the research is being conducted as part of an advanced degree program,  the proposal must be approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) where the researcher is enrolled.  IRB approval must be obtained prior to submitting the proposal to the Director, VR&E Service.

If the research is not being conducted as part of a formal education program, it will be subject to the provisions of applicable federal regulations regarding protection of human subjects.   


	d.  Special Provisions Regarding  Collection of Information
	Most research projects require a collection of information. The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 expanded the responsibilities of federal agencies when developing a proposed collection of information.  These responsibilities include a 60-day public comment period before submission for clearance by Office of Management and Budget (OMB).

OMB review and approval is required whenever VA wishes to obtain or solicit information from ten or more persons.  Collection of information includes the use of 

· questionnaires

· surveys

· interview guides, and

· other methods of collecting information.


3.  Research Conducted by Educational Institutions with VA

	Introduction
	This topic contains information about research conducted by educational institutions with the VA, including

· authority

· disclosure of information, and

· proposal format.


	Change Date
	March 14, 2006


	a.  Authority to Conduct Research
	Educational institutions cooperating with VA in the conduct of research and development activities relative to counseling, vocational rehabilitation, and training of veterans and their dependents is authorized under 38 CFR 21.390.


	b.  Disclosure of Information to Educational Institutions
	Requests for use of Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment (VR&E) records from educational institutions and agencies cooperating with VA are subject to the provisions contained in 38 CFR 1.517 as shown in the table below.   


	Responsible Individual or Entity
	Action

	Educational Institution or Agency
	requests the use of VR&E records for research studies.

	Director, Regional Office
	reviews requests by the educational institution or agency and recommends review by the Under Secretary for Benefits (USB).  

	Under Secretary for Benefits 
	provides final approval for release of information from VR&E records.  


	Once approved by the USB, the regional office director is authorized to release information for the study, provided

· any data or information obtained are not published without prior approval of the USB, and

· the published material does not identify any individual veteran.


	 Note:  Research conducted in cooperation with educational institutions is subject to the provisions of informed consent, and confidentiality safeguards.


Continued on next page

3.  Research Conducted by Educational Institutions with VA, Continued

	c. Proposal Format
	Requests for disclosure of information submitted to the USB by the regional office director should include the information in the following table.  


	Element
	Description

	Title
	Accurately and concisely identifies the

· research 

· variables studied, and 

· key concepts of the study.

	Objective
	Defines the purpose, scope, and content of the research.

	Literature Review
	A comprehensive survey of peer reviewed studies which pertain to the topic.  The literature review

· puts the current study into perspective

· defines the field

· describes effective/ineffective past research, and

· helps the reader interpret the significance of results obtained from the study.


Continued on next page

3.  Research Conducted by Educational Institutions with VA, Continued

	c. Proposal Format (continued)


	Element
	Description

	Methodology
	Describes how the study will be conducted in sufficient detail to allow replication.  Provides details about the research design, including 

· population

· sampling procedures

· variables

· hypothesis(es) being tested

· statistical methods being used to analyze data

· data collection methods 

· safeguards of ethics and confidentiality

· instrumentation

· timeframe for the research, and

· personnel who will conduct the research.

	Cost
	Describes the

· total estimated cost to complete the research, and

· reasonable expectation of benefit from successful achievement of objectives.

	Utilization Plan
	The procedures to be used or steps to be taken to disseminate the results or outcomes and how the results may be used.  
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