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VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PANEL (VRP)








	M28, Part IV, Subpart iv, Chapter 2, Section E rescinds and replaces M28-1, Part II, Chapter 5 as of this date.  The concept, creation and integration of the VRP into the Veterans Benefits Administration’s (VBA) Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Program, has been an integral part of VR&E services for many years.  Recent findings associated with VR&E program site visits, however, have noted the absence of a VRP at some regional offices.





	This revision reiterates the need for a VRP in every VR&E Division, and updates the requirements and procedures associated with its intended purpose.  VR&E Divisions are required to establish and incorporate VRPs into their existing programs (as defined in 38 CFR 21.60 and 38 CFR 21.62), and fully utilize the consultative guidance provided by this professional deliberative body in accordance with the guidelines provided in this Manual Chapter.  VR&E Officers are responsible for insuring compliance with this requirement at VR&E operations under their jurisdiction.  VR&E Officers are required to certify, by e-mail, that an active VRP has been established and is operating within the jurisdictional boundaries of each VA Regional Office.  E-Mail certifications should be sent to the VR&E Service Corporate Mailbox by COB July 29, 2005.
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