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1.  General Information on Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation

	Introduction
	This topic contains general information on the Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation (VACOR), including 

· overview

· purpose

· membership

· terms of appointment, and

· ex-officio members.


	Change Date
	January 8, 2007


	a. Overview of VACOR
	The Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation (VACOR) is a statutory committee established under public law 96-466, Veterans’ Rehabilitation and Education Amendments of 1980.


	b. Purpose of VACOR
	The purpose of VACOR includes

· assessing rehabilitation needs of veterans with disabilities, and

· administrating VA’s programs and activities to meet those needs.

Specifically, VACOR examines all programs and activities at the Department of Veterans Affairs that deal with rehabilitation for veterans with disabilities.  

These programs are managed by:

· Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service

· Office of Research and Development

· Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Service, and 

· Office of Seamless Transition.


Continued on next page

1.  General Information on Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation, Continued

	c. Membership in VACOR
	The following individuals may be appointed to serve on VACOR

· experts in public and private sector 

· rehabilitation 

· employment, and 

· training

· veterans with service-connected disabilities, and

· representatives from veterans’ service organizations.


	d. Terms of Appointment in VACOR
	The Secretary of VA appoints all members and  may re-appoint them to serve terms of up to three years.  


	e. Ex-Officio Members in VACOR
	Each of the following agencies should appoint one ex-officio member to the Committee:

· Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health Administration 

· Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Benefits Administration

· Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration

· Department of Education, National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research, and

· Department of Labor, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Veterans Employment and Training Service


2. Roles and Responsibilities of VA and the Veterans’ Advisory Commission on Rehabilitation 

	Introduction
	This topic contains information on the roles and responsibilities of the VA and Veterans’ Advisory Commission on Rehabilitation (VACOR) members.


	Change Date
	January 8, 2007


	a. Roles and Responsibilities of VA and VACOR
	The table below describes the roles and responsibilities of VA and VACOR.




	Position/Agency
	Responsibility

	Secretary of Veterans Affairs
	· Appoints members to the committee

· Assigns a chair

· Consults with the committee at least twice a year to seek advice with respect to the administration of veterans’ rehabilitation programs authorized under Title 38 of the  United States Code

· Incorporates VACOR findings into the Annual Report to Congress, and

· Submits all reports and recommendations of the Committee to Congress

	Veterans Benefits Administration
	· Assigns a Designated Federal Official to provide administrative support to the VACOR Committee

	VACOR Committee
	Is expected to meet as often as two times annually.  
· assess the rehabilitation needs of veterans

· review VA programs and activities to meet those needs, and

· submit 

· an annual report to Congress, and 

· other reports and recommendations 

to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
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